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WHICH WAY FOR THE SPANISH REVOLUTION 2? 
("Workers* Voice", organ of the L.R./.P. of Canada, Dec +1936) 


In the days following the defeat of the fascist putsch in Barcelona, July lst, 
there came into being a condition of dual power with the balaree swinging heavily 
to the side of the proletariat. The peasants of Catalonia seized the land, the 
workers took over the factories, 211 means of transportation, established their 
own armed militias, set up their own improvised apparatus to carry out those func~ 
tions that had always been the prerogative of the bourgeois state, Of the capit~ 
alist state little remained. Caught between the revolt of the greater part of 
its armed forces and the powerful revolutionary impetus of the workers, it crumbled 
into virtual non-existence. A determined revolutionary leadership 1t the head of 
the working class would have liquidzted what there remrined of the old governmental 
Apparatus 2nd have set up in its place 4 proletarian state crpable of miintaining 
the supremacy of the workerse 


But such & revolutionary lerdership did not existe Ard becnruse of this the 
entire development since the first few weeks his been -. record of the frittering 
away of the unique positions of the workers to the advantage of the bourgeoisie. 


It wis not only 3 revolutionary party that was lncking in Spain. The pe~ 
culiar background of the Spanish labor movement hrs mide it particularly difficult 
for workers’ bodies, suitrble to serve as the organs of proletarian power, to come 
into being. In Russie before tho Revolution of 1917, trado unions were virtually 
non-existent. In Sprin there have long existed powerful economic organisations 
of the workers each with 2 distinct political oriontrtion and sepirated by 1 dead- 
ly rivalry. In Russit, in 1905 and again in 1917, there sprang spontaneously into 
existence a system of workers’ councils bised on 211 the workers of the factoriese 
In Spain, the jenlous wiy in which orch organisrtion his guarded its independence 
of rection hrs, up to now, prevented tho coming into being of such olementary organs 
of unity from the bise. It was not councils bised on all the workers in the 
factories thrt hive tiken over the frctories, but the trade unions, with the lion's 
shrre going to the C.N.T. Bach working=class organisation orginised its own 
militia with its own stritegicnl and tactical pinns, rnimited very often by 2 spirit 
of rivilry rither than of comoperrtione The decentrnlisation of the workers! 
control into the hands of severil orgznizrtions was loxding to the most baleful. 
resultse It becxwme clearto everyone that 2 single command (mando unico") was 
necossxry .t tho front, rnd centrrlised control 1t the rere 


How Can Centrilizition be Aaccomplished? ¢ ¢ 


But centralized control is possible in two Opposite sensese The central- 
isation cin take place in the hands of the bourgeoisie, which would mean the ham~ 
Stringing of the revolution, or in the hands of appropriate working class orgrins 
which would mein the firm estrblishment of workers' powore The bourgeoisie, 
profiting by the lrek of wiriness ind even outright treachery of the lxbor orgin- 
izations, arc succeeding in cxrrying the centrrlization out in the former sense. 


This is the true import of the Tarndellas government in Crtrlonia, in which 
the PeOUeMes the CoNeTos F.AsYs, UGeT es and the Pigitalieice (Strlinite=reformist 
merger affilinted to the C.I.) participrted, on the plon that the hazards of dul 
power must be liquidated xt 211 costs and 2 consolidated londorship eSteblishad e 
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But the bourgeoisie must xct wirily ad with tho greatost degree of ciution. Pe 
Until it feols itself powerful enough to procecd to. direct frontal attack, it 
must pay lip tribute to 1 whole series of accomplished fcts; the seizure of the 
foactories and the land, the existonco of workers’ dommitteos that exercise virious 
departments of strte power. Umble to reestrblish the old state apparatus forth= 
with, it .ttempts to rssimilnte the organs of working-class pover into the bour= — 
geois state appirtus (somowh.t after the fashion in which Hilferding in Germany in 
1919 inscribed the soviets into the feimir Constitution). The bourgeoisie is | 
playing a cunning long-term hinde It is this thit lends to the Taradellas govern 4 
ment so mnny contradictory .spocts; for exramplo, the working=cl.ss tribunils os= ; 
tnblished by Andres Nin,g P.0O.U.M. minister of Justice, and the control of the police 
fores by the working class organizations. Evory thing that tho gavernmont has | j 
had & hand in initiating his served the purposo, not of extending the positions of | 
the workers, but of liquidating wht had nlrendy bocn achieved. 4 A 


Effects of thc Govornment Decrees. 


The decree on collectivisition sanctions the t rking over of the factories 
in the case of 211 enterprises omploying moro than 100. In the c1se of enter- 
prises employing from 50 to 100, 2.75 por cent vote of the workers is necessirye 
For factories of less than 50: the consent of the owner ia required. Hiving in 
mind the mediocre scale on which Crtalnn industrios is org. nised, the minimum 
figures rlrendy besperk ~ compromises Provisions for compensation are mide both 
for foreign cnpitalists ( a matter of expediency rathor than principle) and also 
in tho cns6 of the investments of saving binks ih order to snfeguard the interests 
of the petty~bourgeoisies. The cise of mtive chpitilists is deilt with ina 
portentously ~mbiguous: pissage ina way that cin provide an oponing for restitution 
in this last instance too, once it becomes politically fensible. | The draft of 
the P.O,UM. thxt included no mention of compensation was rejected. Tho dissol- 
ution of the anti~frscist committecs hrd been ona of the first rcts of the govern- 
ment; ind subsequently a de¢res wis published liquid .ting the workers militias in © 
to the army und placing the latter under the control of the war office of the Gen- 
eralitate Another decrce calling for the surrender of ams by 411 civilians, 
although arguing the necessity of providing for the neods of the front, has in real- 
ity . profound significnnce for the rc~ost.blishment of bourgeois authoritye 


BS 2 
f 


In all these instances the P.0.U.M. rfter a greater or lesser degreo of 
demurring his acquiesced in order to preserve the governmente In the Taradellas 
cabinet it is playing the classical role of hostxge, lending its prestige to the - 
class—collaborationist coalition, 1nd dooming itsolf to share in the inevitable dis~ 
credit that must accrue to the government. It ontered the government out of a 
fear of romrining isolated on tho outside. Br 2 < 


A ptrty thrt reduces itself +t to the tril-end of the bankrupt forces ‘of the 
labor movement cnn under no conditions provide a revolutioniry leadership to the 
MASSCSe To pees ia entry, tho P.0.UM. points to the working~clss- majority, $ 
of the cabinet. & @rgungets are meaningless, since the celebrated working- 
class majority of tho pct UM. included ropresentrtives: of organizations that are : 
outapokenly for the Maintenance | of Pate ar ris and the. onbinet 18 % hed is: ba a8 
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on whnt remains of the old state rpprratus. WE. Batalla" orgin of the P.OUelios 
has even advoc2ted the entry of the C.N.T. into tho Madrid government of Gnbzlleroe 
At the same time, the same paper, intermittently and belatedly calls for the 6s~ 
tablishment of Jorkers, Fes nts' and Soldiers’ Councils t Previously the 
P.0.UedM. had confined its agitation to the slogan of Workers' Alliances, based 

not on the factories, but consisting of representatives of the trade unions and 
politicil parties ns units. 


Although the P.0.U.M. h2s grown immensely during the last few months, and 
merits the criticzl support of the workers abroad as the nerrest Approach to 2 
revolutionary organization in Spain, its alarming shortcomings 2nd stupid bkunders 
are not to be glossed overe 


If the P.0.U.M. does not withdraw from the government at once and under= 
take 2 campsrign for working class soviets and workers' power, for 211 its good 
intentions it will only mike its criminal contribution to the defeat of the Spanish 
revolutione A 


The Soviet Union's New Policy on Spin 


The Soviet Government has fimlly realized the grave menrce that a victory 
of Franco would constitute for the U.S.S.R. even from the point of view of narrow 
natiomlist considerations that slone guide Moscow's policye But at the same, 
time 2s he may be providing the Loytlists with arms, Stalin receives guarantees 
thit these rms will he used for the defence of the bourgeois republic and not for 


the proletzrian revolutione: Nothing could be more embarrxssing to the Stalinist 
‘burerueracy both at Geneve and also within the U.S.S.R. than 2 working-class 
- triumph in Spaine, Te a ; ~ 


It is only in terms of pressure from the Soviet government that ono can 
-- understand the sbandonment by the C.N.t. 0 f its triditional anti-governmental 
position (as woll as its recent advocicy of an immediate so cial revolution in 
Spain), in order to enter the Barceelom. ard Madrid cabinets. Stalin placed the 
oI ANTM HAA AAA ANAM eMC MMMM ARAMA AAA A AEE 


_ QURRENT EVENTS DISCUSSION GROUF 
MEZTS EVERY SUNDAY EVENING 


YP TRAMNOV, )0@ BEING TOKEN 
AUVANCED TRAINING COURSE Siimmna 22, 1936. 
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ede | 
anarchists before the cruel dilemma of either continuing to see their militants 
helplessly mowed down by the war machine of Franco, or of giving the necessary 
asaurances thit the struggle would be carried on within the framework of the 
bourgeois republic. By this monstrous bit of blackmail the Soviet bureru- 
cracy is seeking to stmangle the Spanish Revolution. It is significant thet 
coinciding with the arrival of Soviet nid, the C.N.T., which hid hitherto stood 
close to the P.O.U.M. in their joint struggle xg2inst the Stoalinites, formed a 
united front with the P.S.U.c. ind UG.T. in Bircelonn directed against the 


i Os4U-M. i ; , 
The international revolutionary movement h7s not only the duty of 

strnining its every effort to organize the miterinl and moral support of the * 

Spanish revolutions In addition it must sperk clearly on those treacherous . 


and muddle=hended policies thxt threaten to lewd the heroic Spanish working~ 
class to its ruine 
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BRUSSELS CONGRESS 3 ‘i 


The “Congress Against Jar, Fascism and Imperialism", called by the Inter 
national Bureau for Revolutionary Socialist Unity (Loudon Rureau), was held in 
Brussels October 31st, to November 2, 19366 The call to the Congress was sent 
out to a wide variety of labor, political, economic, educational and other orm nm 
izations, with few exceptions standing outside of the Second and Third Internation 
218 6 To the cali, the following slogans wore issued: “For Jorking~Class Action 
to Safeguard Peace t"3 “For tha Defense of Soviet Russia ts “For the Glass Strug~ 
gle $* Against Witional Unity!" 3 "No Reliance on Capitalist Governments & No 


Raliance on the League (of Nations) % "s 


Obviously such a conference would be a neterogeneous affair, with reformist , 
centrist, and possibly revolutionary elements participating 3 in’ short, what we have 
in the past called 2 "New Zimmerwald Conference's tts slogins sounded well, but 
were general enough to permit of many interpretations, and bore the danger that 
shrewd politicrzns would use them to cover up real differences with a superficial 
unanimity based on & common acceptance of meaningless words 


translate them into practice. 


without any effort to 


Whet could be expected from such 2 congress? The sponsoring organizations 
affilicted to the London Burexu expressed considerrble optimisme Perhaps the 
highest ‘point was reached by the youth organ of the Sp-nish P.0.UM. which showed, 
2 fist, marked "Brussels Congress" breaking through the surfice of the globe and 


he 


strangling world fascisme 


: At the opposite extreme stood the sectarian ‘polshevik-Leninists" who follow 
the Intermitionil Secretirist ("officicl Trotskyites}: through thick and thins into , 
pirty, into mergers with centrist groups, 


the €7*32list party, out of the Socialist 
against any contact with centrist groups. Their position on the Brussels Cor 
gross was given officially in the decisions of the conference which they held %t 


Genove last August, which wo reprint from the "fourth Intermtiomal", the organ of 
thoir Frenéh groupe §Incidontally, it would help to clarify matters if these com= 
rades, or thosc of them who are not in the Socialist Party, end can spesk for them~ 
selves, would mike up their minds whethor there is or is not o Fourth Intermtionsal 
in existence, or whether they tre trying to build onee The French group calls it- 
self "Section of the Fourth Intermtion zi"; the Belgian one, "adhering to the Center 


for 2 Fourth Intern rtionale” 


ngress was stited in "LABOR FRONT" of 
September, 1936, .s follows: "The call for the Congress itself providos, at most, % 
brond plrtform for discussione In order to be of sny value for the rovolutionyy 
movement, the gencr.l ambiguous phrases of the exll must be clarified and sharpencod 
in order to translnte them into instrumenta of Merxist revolutionnrry policys This 
Will involve 2 struggle cgnrinst reformist and comrist elements who wish to use the 


bisic formulas 18 2 clonk for opportunism or concilintion with opportunism". 


Our own position on the Brussels Go 


Composition of the Congross 


anizntions wero six groups iffilinted with the 
Loon Bureau; the Independent Lxbour Party of England, the ‘forkers' Farty of Mirx~ 
ist Unity (P.0.UM.) of Spain; the Socirlist Workers!’ party (S.A.P.) of Germnny; the 
Swedish Socirlist. Pirty, the It vli2n Maximelist Socialist Party, the nowly=.ffil~ 
inted Revolutionary Socialist Lorgue of Holland, and the Independent Socinlist Party 


of Poland 2 


Among the prirticiprting org 
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The Sprnish delegition was the largest, with somo 22 members, including rep= wy 
resontitives from tride unions, sections of the front, workers’ cultural, froterml 
snd youth orgnrnizntionse Their spokesm <n wis Julinn Gorkin of the P.0O.UM.3 only 
onc other member took the floor, once. The rest, umible to follow the procecdings 
hich were hdd in French, German rnd English, did not demi a Spanish transistor, Bi 
wnd their genertl rttitude wis expressod by the stxtoment of one delegnte, “Homos i 
confirnzn" = ‘hye hive confidence". 


From England, in rddition to tho I.L.F., there wero represented the ‘sir Ro~ 
Sistors' Intcrmtional, the No More ‘yar Movement, the Coloninl Liberties Group, and 
the de Leonist Revolutiomry Socialist Party of GB, (Edinburgh). ; 


The Trotskyites ("Bolshcvik=Leninists") were not officially reprosontcde How- 
Cvor, their Dutch section, tho Revolutionary Socialist Yorkers! Party (ReSAsP.), has 
becn drawing close to the P.OoUsMes(controry to Trotsky's lino of unmitigated attrck . 
es He OelisMe) and for this roxson was ropresented by two dclogxtes, Sncovlict 
and Meniste 


A group from the "Revobutionmary Loft" of the French Socialist purty, hcorded 
by Marconu Pivert, wis present, together with severrl intcllectual and anti~wr 
groups from Frvncce The Intcrmtionrl Communist Opposition (Brindle r—Loves tone) 
ws Supposed to bc roprescntcd, but Tholacimor ncted purcly 16 tn abservere Ferrit 
Spoke for the “gue Faire" group which split from the ¢.P. (thc only xuthentic onrso 
in recent yorrs of . G4P. split to tho loft). 


From Belgium itsclf there wis 1 delegx.tion from the International Anti*«wir 
Socirlist Lorgue, herded by Liebaers who took .n rctivo prrt in making the orrarngc= 
ments for the dongross. Thorc Wero no less than seven orginizntions from Prlestine, 
who at times scomed to want to mike tho congress revolve round the Jewish questions 


The U.S.A. rnd Grnida were represented by comrrdes Ficld xnd Krehm of the 
American an Crmadian scctions of the Lexgue for + Revolutioniry ‘jorkers Party 


Polities1 groups, thercforc, predomimted in the composition of the Congress3 
syndiorlist and tmirchist tendencics were not roprescntcd 1% alle eke s 


Politic.l .Tendoncics 
at Aaa aati se attain mtr Aeterne ceeneae 


pe gre Pe ae . baa 

F _The London Buroru x8 sponsor and nuclcus of tho congress, wis qnxious to act 
ce bloc and brescnt © unified front, in spito of the wido divcrgencios within it, 
- Which came to 2 heAd on. tho internition il questions Schwab of the §.A.P. was tho 


Sperrhord for the pro-Strlinist ‘tendencies, which exprossed themscdves in wrtcring 

down tho rlrerxdy mild criticism of the policies of the Sovict Union 1m tho Communist 
Intcrnvtionrl in the dmiit resolutions rnd in the pious hopes for more Active support 

of Spin by Sovict Russin. Supporting him within the Burotu were the Polish, Swod= 

ish ond usurlly the It.linn Meximolist GTOUPS e Some of tho Prlestininn dologrtcs, * 


. 


notrbly the Antifa, Supported this linc ersrgoticallye 


Brockimy 2f tho I.L.P., 76 Secretrry of the Burcnu, pening the congress nd 
hindling the apparrtus, wns rll for unity a.nd enthusirsm, r+ Any pricGe On most 
questions he formed the bridge from Schimb t9 Gorkin of the P.O.U.M. rnd Sncoovliot 
of the ReSelsPey who wns determined t> stick to tho P.O,U.M.; Uniex 111 conditions. 
Gorkin would regularly come in with 2 left position, in criticism J.’ the Strlinists 
or the French Poople's Front, or for » ‘now Internwtion.l" (not the "Pourth" = that 
wes too "Trotskyite”), prosent it with grext cmphrsis cs hiving <n importince "fan= 
tristique" or "extrtordinvire', ind then permit it to be improved and Smonded out of 
Rll recognition, ind sometimes out of existence -ltogethor. 
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For the revolutiomiry positions rdvocrted by tho L.RW.P. on Sp%in,g on the’ 
Sovict Union, .nd the intormtiomi question, 1 little excocdingly crubious rnd dc~ 
efsionil support was had from Snocvlict, still more prudently from Ferrat, and xt 
times surprisingly enough from Tit of the DoLe mist R»S.P.C.B. : 


The boye2tt of tho congress by the Trotskyites, apart from the Apportunistic 
interventions of the R.S.i.Pe, wis in part responsible for the wonkness of the left 
wing nt the Congress. But if they wore not presont in person, tho Trotskyites 
have left bchind them 1 will 27 hostility, rosulting from their vicillation and bur~ 
oruer.tic scctcrinnism, which is 2 sorizus sbstrclo +> revolutionists ind ~ valucble 
barricr behind which the Schwrbs rnd the contrists can Gutrench thomsclves, sure of 
m rendy rudicnee cvery tine they %ttrck 1 revolutiomry position 1s "Trotskyita'. 


Accomplishments of tho Congress 


* <b iseclear from tho foregoing thit what could hive becn expected from the gon» 
Ercss wis xt most 1 clrrificrtion of the problems confronting the working=class by 
openly countcrposing the virious points of vicwe This wo vttempted to carry through 
~t the Congress by cur resolutions 2nd Amondments, published on another prge of t his 
issuce. But the ccontrist clomcnts dominxting the London Bureau were thoroughly op 
poscd t2 such a erocedurce.  Instend of 2 clorr=cut majority and clenmcut minority 
formulrtions, thoy Gndowvored t2 climinite discussion 2n conbroversinl points, and to 
“im for 1. “unanimous and enthusinstic" formulation which would scom t> sitisfy every= 
body bv blurring ovor fundrmentrl differences in work, ~ubiguous formulrtions. 5; 


On the contral issuc, Spin, we prosented the resolution reprinted in this issuc 
nnd defended it rgrinst Gorkine | However, by . lorgo majority discussion of the nct~ 
wi politierl ling of the Sprnish revolution and 2f the PSO.UMs wis rulod out of or~ 
Gore The resolution actunlly Wopted, 21s0 roprinted here, pledging rid t> the 
Sprnish workers xnd condemning neutrality, posing tho gonornl question of revolution, 
not domoerrcy, rs the rnswer to fhscism, mot with >pposition only from Marce.u Pivert 
of tho French "Revolutionary Loft" who defondcd the "nobtroality" position of Blum. 


fnother vigorous conflict broke out in the Russirn commission, where Schwab, 
the Left Ponlc Zion delogates and others presented 2 pro=Strlinist position, while 
others wont t2 tho cxtrome of enlling the Soviot Union 1 Red Fascist stntc. Our 
position, prescntcd in tho drift resolution in this issu, pointcd out the dogencrat» 
ion of the dictrtorship of the proictrrint, and the necd for the dcofonso of tho S.U. 
by extending the october Revolution, and cxlled for 1 commission to investigrte the 
chrrges xer7inst Trotsky and for 1. protest wrinst his daprivetion of the rights of 


asylum by the. Norweginn go vernnent. All resolutions on Russia vere thrown out, yr- 
riving on the floor of the Congress +t the very end when delegrtes were leaving and 
“there was no time for discussidu's 4 Single sentence was accepted, postponing the 


whole matter for discussion .¢ the Bircelom Conference. 
* On the Barcolom Gonfcrence 
ree oy aan GT GNEO 


The proposnl fora conference +2 be held in Bircelom in’ Janurry 1937 wre or~ 
*  igimlly brought in by the P.oLU.M. ‘the manner in which it we handled by the com= 
Mission and the Congross was highly revorlinge \t tho commission, Gorkin and Brock= 
wy brought in ~ resolution, whosc first prrmgrvph specified the nim of the Brircclom 
, confcrence rs "tho building of 2 now revolutionary Intormtionnl", and whose lrtcr 
' © prrtgrsphs ascribed ¢2 tho Spanish situvtion tho < -mo rolo with rogird $9 the “now 
Intorn.tiom1" rs the Russinn Rovolution pinyod with rogird to the Third Intermbional 
Brockwry .t once brouwht ina Group of amcudmonte, watcring down the statement of rim | 


Ps 
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of the confcreonoc, first to “study the conditions for the now Internstional's Iater 
Strongthening it ngtin to "sreprare for the new Intermtioml", Schwab roso, “in 

the name of the S.A.P.", hs snid, rlthough the $.1.P. has never officinlly taken 

Such & position, strting thrt he must refrrinfromtnking nny steps which might lo-d 

to building . new Intermtioml, nd proposing instend that the nim of the Barcelona 
confcrence be "the fundementrl renovrtion of the intermtional working-class move 

mont't. Fressed by the L.R.V.P. dolegrtes, he hid to rdmit thrt the difference bet-. 
ween his formulation and Gorkin-Brockway's wis that he would consider the merger of 

the énd and 3rd tutermtiomis as such a “fundamcntal renovation". His amendments 

in this sonse being defexted, he xbstrined from voting on Brockwny's amendments with 

the st.tomont rgninst the new Intern-tionrle The Swedish .nd Polish groups sup= . 
ported hims | 


Thé LoR.7.P. dolegrtes demnded thrt tho initintive for such 2 conference and a 
its prepirntions be left to the P.0.UeMe, Without the prrticipation of the London 
Burc ue Furticultrly in view of the irreconcilable differences within the London 
Buréxu which hed come to light, we strtcd thait + continurkion of the policy of diplo~ 
mrtic covcring~up of diffcronces, of putting . fictitious unity before clnrity, would 
lend to results which would not only be useless, but acturlly dangerous to tho work~ 
ing@clisse fe crlled for the building of > Fourth Intermtionol, as our perspective, 
not 5 the imacdinte next St6p, ind pointed thrt this could be done only by uniting 
the revolutiomry forces rnd clirifying, differontirting, and splitting. 


Just before the vote on the resolution as 2 whole, Schwrb asked for . five~ 
minute recess. Over our objections, this ws granted, xd the five minutos strotch= 
6d out to over two hours. The inform’l crucus which Schwib had rdmitted as his 
purpose became 2 meeting of the London Burcau, which came brick with’. resolution pro~ 
Scented by Brockwry for which ho +sked “unanimous wand enthusinstic' RCcept ance. It 
strtod the purpose of the confercnce +2 be “the propirntion of 2n Internrtioml on. 
re~lly revolutionary found-tions". This wis % complete c.pitulrtion of Brockway to | 
Schwrb, and of Gorkin to Brockwry3 prrficulirly notible since Gorkin in informal con~ 
vers~tion before tho Brussels congress hac expressed the desire fora enutious scl 
setiom of the clements who would pirticiprte in the Barcelom. conference, while 2% the 
Congress he issued 2 blanket invitrtion to all the oirticipants to come to Barcelom. 
Equilly interested wis tho ontire filure of the RSi.P. dclegttion ¢2 oxpross itself 
Qneg On the qucstion of the Fourth Iutormtionile The resolution wis crrried over 
the cissonting votes 2f the LeRe ToP o 


- The resolution on’imr, fiscism 2nd imperinlism, doos not mork any dvince over 
the origiml cnll +2 the Gongress, trking + genceally Aecoptnble position against nat= 
ion 1 unity and the Lergue of Nrtions, without Grvwing political ind tactical com 
Clusions, xnd in rddition has a thoroughly vicious section on the Soviet Unione 


Even within the modest limits of what could rexsonibly hive been oxpected, the 
positive results of the Congress wore slight. The inidequrte technicerl prepirations * 
and inck of time for discussion (2 whole day of speeches on the Spanish question, 

and no real discussion on ny other resolution) were only slightly responsiblo ~ 

and incidentilly the L.R.W.P. Gcleg-tcs voluntarily contributed Substaintinlly to the 
tcchnicrl forces, tronslating, intcrpreting from the platform, ctce Tho policy of 
the London Buronu rnd its pwtices, of smothoring politicrl discussion for the sake of 
® frlsc unanimity, and the boydotting of the Congress by the Trotskyites who might 
have helped to build. left wing, wore the decisive fictorse 


(Continued on Back covor) 
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Lee 


| RESOLUTION ON SPAIN 
(Adopted by the Brussels Congress =~ Erglish text retrarslated) 


1. The Congress expresses its deepest solidarity with the Spanish vorers 
in their struggle against fasciem. It recognizes that if they had %o meet ouly 
the forces of fascism within Spain, their victory weuld be cortain. But in facs 
they are struggling at the present time against the forces of international cay» 
icelism, and particularly of Italy, Germany and Portugal. 


. 2e Spain is at this moment the battleground of the international working 


i Classe The Congress welcomes the fact that workers of many other countries ore 
fighting side by side with the Spanish workers. But these acts of invidual \ 
e.urage and sacrifice are not enoughs The whole working class movement o: the 


+ world should be actively engaged in the strugglee 


3e The Congress repudiates in the strongest possihle terms the so-called 
"neutrality" policy which has been adopted by the International Federation of 
Trade Unions and by the parties of the Second International and governments in 
which they participate. It recognizes that the French government, capituiating 
under the pressure of the reactionary French bourgeoisie and of the fascist cour~ 
tries, has taken the initiative in the de facto blockade of the Spanish revolutions 
This proves again the inability of bourgeois democracy to fight actively against 
fascism, nationally and internationally. The Congress condemns this foreign 
policy of the French People's Front, which was formed on the initiative of the 
Third International, and the policy of the Soviet Government, which considered it 
necessary to join this hypocritical "nom-intervention" agrooment. It hopes that 
the position which the Soviet Government’ i®.now adopting, ieee, to break with 
neutrality, which position is dictated first and foremost by the fear of a strength~ 
ening of the political and strategic positions of fascism, will become-an effective 
help for the Spanish Revolutions . It calls upon the workers to support all-efforts 
of this kind, but to oppose any policy which would change the class charactor of 
the Spanish revolution and limit itself'to the defense.of tha bourgeois republic. 
The Congress accuses the British government of helping the fascist forces in Spain 
ae under the pretext of maintaining neutrality. - Ya 


The traachary of ‘this -pobicy is clearly expesed, since it is known that the 
rebels have received great quantities of arms and munitions from Gemany, Italy 
and Portugale 


. 4. A viéfory for fascism in Spain would have disastrous consequences. It 
would strengthen’the power of fascism in Burope and particularly in France. It 
weuld permit fascist Getmany and Italy to establish their dominion over the Western 
Mediterranean, would increase the danger of war against the U.S.S.Re, and would be 
the prelude to a new world ware ‘ 


5e The working class must through its class action bring about the immediate 
raising of the embargo; it.must ship by all possible means those things which the 
~ Spanish proletariat needs, arms, munitions, raw materials, food, medical suppliesy 
etces it must sabotage the shipment of arms to the rebels, and put an end to the 
fascist campaigns in the press, film and radios 


64 The Congress salutes the dock, metal and railroad woérkers who in various 
countries, by strikes and sabotage of shipments of arms to the rebels, have shown 
their effective solidarity with their Spanish brothers, and their hostility to the 
policy of strangling the Spanish Revolutione The Congress calls upon the French, 
Bnglish and Belgian workers to continue along this road, to develop their struggle 
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against their own bourgeoisie, the accomplice of Spanish fascism; and to break with 
the policy of capitulation before fascisme The Congress calls upon the internat= 
ional working class to support with all the means at ite disposal, the French 
proletariat, whose role and responsibility are particulerly great at this time. 


7. The Congress aeclaims with pride not only militiamen who are fighting 
heroically at the front, but also the workers who are carrying through the social 
ist revolution in the areas that have been freed from fascism, especially in Catal~ 
onia and Valencian, where they are taking over the land, the factories, the moanc og 
transport, the public services and 411 economy in generale 


_+ The Gengress declares that the antagonism is not between capitalist dem~ 
ocracy and fascism, but between socialism and capitalism. The Congress therefore : 
emphasizes the necessity for the Spanish Revolution of developing the mass org ins 
of the workers, pews:nts and eoldiers for the definitive cenquest of power nnd the 
building of 2 secirlist society. The Congress sees in the Sprnish Revolution a uew « . 
and important stage of the world socialist revolution, and believes that the effeci- 
ive solidarity of the internatioml proletirint constitutes 2 powerful lever for rev- 
olutionary action and for the conquest of power in 211 countries. 


8. The Congress corgratulites the P.0.U.M. on the virgunrd role which it is 
carrying out in the revolutiomry Spinish proletariat, ind pays its tribute to its 
heroic leader, Jonquin Maurin, 28 well as to the thousands of workers of 211 organ 
izations who have follen in the struggle .rgninst fascism and international capitalisme 


DUNNO MUNNAR NAO AMOUNT OMA MoN MM ROMMMMMMM MMM AM Monin 


1 f ’ 
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| (Reselution Adopted by Brussels Conggress ¢ ) 


RESOLUTION AGAINST WAR, FASCISM AND IMPERIALISM 


Eighteen years have passed since the conclusion ef the World Ware It was 
to 4e' theslast. The Capitalist Statesmen of the world promised this, and the 
peoples of the world apart from the Soviet Union believed them, entrusting their 
destinies to Capitalist Governments. 


The results are now apparent; all nations are increasingly concentrating their 
political and economic activities on preparations for the next ware 


The War Danger 


The desperate struggle of the Capitalist countries to maintain their economic 
existence has resulted in an intensified struggle between them for the markets ayd 
territories of the world. The Imperialist Powers, led by Britain and Francés, 
bad Sling to their territories; other Powers, principally Japan, Germanys and Italy, 
pursue aggressive policies in order to extend their territories. 


‘This struggle is the outcome of Capitalist Imperialism Jt threatens to 
drown the world in blood in a new Imperialist Ware 


But simultaneously a new struggle is arising on an international seale ~ the 
struggle between the Working Class and the Capitalist Ruling Class, between Social~ 
ism and Fagcisme The eonflict in Spain, where the Fascists have received the < 
open support of the Fascists of Italy, Germany and Portugal, is an examples 


The development of the revolt of the subject peoples within the Bmpires 
against their Imperialist masters adds to. the difficulties of Imperialism. 
_ It is the duty of the Working Class to prepare to use these circumstances for 
the capture of Power avd the final overthrow of War; Fascism, Imperialism and- £ 
Capitalisme : 


The League of Nations 


This Congress warns the Working Clase against policies which rely on the 
League of Nations and any Neollective system of peace” based on pacts with Capit 
alist Governments. The League of Nations is an instrument to maintain the pres~ 
ent structure of Imperialist Gapitalisme No “collective system" of peace can 
maintain peace within Capitalism. The League of Nations hag been consistently 
a League of the larger Imperialist Powers and their smaller allies against the 
nations which are striving to extend .their Imperialist dossessionse: 


The Abyssinian war showed that the conflict of Imperialist interests is 
stronger than any “collective basis of peace within Capitalisme 


° _- "Fascien is the ultimate form of Capitaliem in crisis and the will to War 
specially dominates both the home and foreign policies of the Fascist Powers, nos 
only because the ideology of Fascism is based on militarist Nationalism’ and because 
of the Capitalist Imperialist drive for colonies, but also because the creation of 
"far Patriotism” is the most effective way to divert the attention of their pop- 
ulations from their failure to give social and economic relief to their peoplese 
It is the duty of the working class movement 5 recognizing that Gapitalist Yar will 
necessitate the introduction ef Fascist méasures; ise%3 the annihilation of all 
working class organisations and rights, te expose these wer Aims of Fascism in 
¢ouptries where Fascist Govermments already exist and to oppose the growth of 
Fascism in other countriese 
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Thie Congress strongly condemns anti-semitism, which is being used by 
Fascists to divide the Working Class Movement by arousing racial antagonism, It 
danounces the political and economic persecution to which millions of Jews are 
subjected and declares that it is the duty of the Working Class Movement to demand 
full mational, political, divil and economic equality for the Jewish working pop= 
ulatione ches GP EGE; ia. 4 


Soviet Russia 


In spite of the grave deviations of the internal and external politics of -°— .. 
Soviet Russia. from the essential principles of the October Revolutions Russia re= 
mains the only country in the world having a collectivist economy of society and — 
represents a considerable ‘obstacle to the stabilisation of world-wide Imperialism. | . 
In consequence the International Working Class Movement should prepare for the 
most effective proletarian solidarity in the event of Russia being drawn into ware 
At the present moment the immediate duty of the workers of all countries is to op» o 
pose all war preparations and all provocations directed against Soviet Russia, 
which are being particularly exercised at present by Germany and Japane Working 
Glass solidarity in support of Soviet Russia can enly be expressed by the working 
olass of each country opposing its own governing classe No matter what the dip- 
lomatic agreements, provisional and fragile, which tie Soviet Russia to tha Imper 
ialist Statds, the defence ef the Revolution of October 1917 is only possible in 
a final analysis by the dxtension of the principles of the Revolution. of October 
1917 to all countries. 


No National Unity 


But the Working Class must avoid all policies which tend to bring them into 
alliance with their own Capitalist Governments against ether Capitalist Governments, . 
even Fascist Governments e They must not be led into alliance with Capitalist mr. 
Governments either in preparation for War or in prosecution of Ware They must not. 
be misled by the slogans of a "League yar", a ‘War for Collective Security", or a 
“War for Democracy against Dictatorship". 1? the Working Class gives tp the class 
struggle and surrenders to the appeal for National Unity with the Capitalist Glass, 
it will have opena, the door wide for the triumph of Fascism in its own countrye 


‘Capitalist Governments do not fight against Fascism or.for Democracy or for — 
Systems of Peacee . They fight-for their own Imperialist interests. Even if those 
interests lead some of them to fight temporarily on the same side as Soviet Russia, 
they cannot be trusted. They wijl attempt to destroy Soviet Russia if it is in 
their interests» | The onl} Government upon which any Workers’ Government could _ 
rely would be another Working Class Government. The only clasa in Gapitalist 
countries upon whom Soviet Russia can rely is the Working Classe 


It is therefore the duty of the Working Class in all Capitalist countries 
40 carry on the struggle against War Preparations on a Class basis, to resist the & 
outbreak of War on a Class basis, and if War oceurs to continue the Glass struggle, 
Seizing the first opportunity provided by opposition to the War3 War weariness, 
Social chaos and economic d-scontont, to overthrow the Capitalist Governments, to : 
win Workers’ Power, and to begin the construction of the jorkera’ Socialist State. 


We must make cartain that if War comes to Hurope the War shall end with a Buropean — 


Social Revolutions .- 


The Struggle in Spain : 


At the same time it is the urgent duty of the Working Glasa in each country 
to assist in the fullest way the workers actually engaged in’ the Class War against 
Fascism, Tt is the first duty of the whole Working Class Movement at this moment 


— SS as eS — ot ~—saag 
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to mobilize all its forces on the side of the Spanishworkers on the lines laid 
down in the special resolution on this subjoots 


_he Struggle in Fascist Countries’ we | 


Similarly it is necessary for the working class constantly to maintain sup 
port for the Socialists who are heroically carrying on the illegal struggle in 
thé Fascist countrieSe The dangerous and heroic struggle against Fascism may 
play a decisive role in the international working class fight and it is the duty 
of the working class movement to assist them more systematically and fully than 
it has so far donee Tho overthrow of the power of Fascism will be above all 
the work of the working classes of the Fascist. countriese The struggle against 
Fascism, in the countries where it has triumphed; it is necessary in spite of 

‘ circumstantial paéts; ‘to maintain integrally the independence of the working 
class movement. The definite victory against Fascism can only be that of Soc= 
jalism and in no case that of the bourgeois democracy even in the form of a 

<> Popular Fronts ee 


foot 


The Struggle against Imperialism 


Finally, this Congress againgt War, Fascism and Imperialism calls on the 
working. class to resist the Imperialist policies of their own Governments and to 
support the subject peoples and particularly the working masses in their struggle 
against Imperialism and to develop within the colonial nationalist movements the 
workers and peasants Socialist organisations. 


el 


_ ‘he: Congress notes with apprehension the tendency of some of the national= 
ist movements in colonial countries to adopt the mentality and tactics of Burop- 
ean Fascism; points out that this has been caused to a large extent by the in- 
difference of the European working class movement to the-anti~Imperialist move= 

. ments “in the colonies; and calls upon the working class, whilst opposing these 
Fascist tendencies, to strengthen its anti-Imperialist activity and so win the 
support of the masses in the colonial territories and assist in developing a 
Socialist movement among theme 


The Gongress condemns the politics of the Spanish Republic in relation to 
Merocco (which has been the same as that of the Monarchy) and invites the Spam 
ish working class to bring pressure to bear on the Government of Madrid, compri~- 
sed as it is of a majority of Socialists and Communists, to include in the fore= 
ground of its programme the right of the subject peoples to self government and 
to give liberty to the Moroccan peoplé.e 


The struggle of the workers in Capitalist countries cannot be divorced from 
the struggle of the workers in colonial territories. The working class move= 
ment should demand the withdrawal of Imperialist troops which are being used to 
hold other peoples in subjection and should by co~operation and practical assist- 
ance enbourage the growth of the working class and Socialist movenents in col= 
onial territories « 


v2 Aecordingly this Gongress pledges itself to bring home to the various pol= 

itical parties within the Socialist movement the urgent need for a practical ' 
scheme to promote a closer cooperation and @ better understanding between the 
working class organizations in the Inperialist countries and the colonial workerse 


In particular the Congress denounces the despatch to Palestine by the Brit~ 
ish Government of 12,000 amed troops » It denies that these heavy forces are 
necessary to prevent violence within Palestina ami declares that the recent e~ | 
vents in Palestine are being made a pretext for the concentration of British 
armad_sirongth to defend Imperialist interests. 


- 
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‘the Congress denounces the tactics of Imperialism and Reaction which has 
tnflnmea the antagonism between the Arab and Jewish races in Palestine and calls 
upon the Arab and Jewish workers and peasants to unite in a common struggle against 

_-Rritish Muperialism, Arab Faiddalism and Jewish~Arab Gapitalism+ 


The Congress declares itself irrevocably opposed to the Mandate System as a 
hypocritical device for concealing the brutal realities of Bmpire and repudiates 
the treacherous polity of the reformist leaders who hide their Imperialism and be» 
trayal of working class interests behind this despicable pretence. 


The Gongrese welcomes the decision of the Indian National Gongress to ren 
fuse to cooperate in any Imperialist War and expresses its support of all subject 
peoples which will use a war situation to overthrow their Imperialist oppressorge 


PROGRAMME OF ACTION 


In application of the principles laid down above, the Congress calls on 
working class organisations 


le To refuse all co-operation with Gapitalist Governments in war preparations, 
including the refusal of all war credits in Parliament and of collaboration 
with the Government or Capitalist class in carrying through rearmament 
programmes. 


a’ 


Ze To expose the aims of Capitalist war preparations and particularly the il~ 
lusions that such preparations are to safeguard "democracy", "peace" or | 
"civilization". : r a : 


3e ..To conduct an agitation among the youth to expose t he character of Gapital~ 
ist militarism and war and to organise them for resistance to Gapitalist 
military conscriptions - : es 


4« To expose the Imperialist character of the League of Nations which remains a 
. "den of thieves"s to demonstrate the futility of relying upon any "collect» 
ive system of peace” of Capitalist Governments within the Gapitalist sys= 
tem; and to encourage and organise resistance to League wars under Gapital~ ne 
ist Governments « ess e ; 


5e To stimulate working class resistance to war through their own organisations 
and action, particularly through the development of the class struggle as 
the way to working class powers 


6. To encourage workers’ control of industry particularly in relation to war 

preparations, of armaments production, by the development of shop committees 

and the appointment of shop stewards who should demand information regarding 

the destination of all armaments produced and prepare the means to control ite 

id 

%e To expose the policies of pacifist organisations which ignore the existence 

of the class struggle, which cannot he effective in resisting war, and which 

are dangerous in spreading delusions which weaken the real fight against ware ¢ 


8« To defend Soviet Russia by the working class in each country resisting all 
policies and actions by its own Government which are hostile to the UeSS8.Res 
and by direct working class action to step the provision of war materials 
to any Govermument threatening war against Soviet Russia. 


samt nee ee ee were — ax 
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t : 
9. To assist the Spanish workers in their struggle in every possible way. 
} 


including the provision fof loans, and to resist all tendencies towards 
it in other countriese :! To assist the Socialists who are maintaining the 
struggle in the Fascist countries. 


10. To oppose all pistes actions of assistance to Fascist Governments, 


lle To expose the injustices of Imperialist rule and to assist the growth of 
the working class and Socialist movement in colonial countries. 


12. To develop international working clasg unity on the basis of this programme, 
80 that co-ordinated action can be taken in all countries. 


Should war break out despite energetic application of this programme t= 


le To refuse all national unity with Capitalist Goverrments and the Capitalist 
clasge 


2e To refuse war credits through their representatives in the Parliaments. 
3e To intensify the class struggic. 
4e To maintain the international solidarity of the workerse 


Sei TO encourage sth jéct. peoples to use the circumstdnces of war’to overthrow ! 
Imperialist dominatione 
3 2 ar 
66 To stimulate the will among the workers to use the conditions which will 
develop during war giving the opportunity for the seizure of working class 
power and the construction of a Socialist Society. 


~o-o ~~” 0 ~- O  O 


(The following Resolution was presented to the Brussels Congress by the majority 
of the Commission). ; 


RESOLUTION ON THE SOVIET UNION. 


le The fact that the Soviet Government has not immediately come to the assist~ 
ance of the Spanish workers in their fight against fascism is nothing but a re~ 
flection of its policy of recent yearde The Conference approves; however the 
change in attitude which hac now taken place and hopes that this may be the first 
sign of a réturn to its former class—policye 


2. The Conference declares that it is the task of the working clase of the 
world to support the struggle of the Spanish people just as it is ite duty to 
support the Soviet Union in its work of socialist construction and to defend it 
against every fascist capitalist attack. 


3» In consideration of the extraordinarily grave intermtional situation the 
conference must disapprove with special emphasis the sentence in the Moscow trial 
and to protest against these in the sharpest fashion. Through this trial just 
as through a whole series of other measures of tha Soviet Government not only the 
prestige of the Soviet Union is discredited but the united front of the inter= 
national working class movement that is in the process of formation is prejudiced 


most seriously e 
os 
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4. The conference nevertheless considers it further as its task to come out 
with all its power for the establishment of the united proletarian front of 
struggle and to oppose itself to all measures that are undertaken by the 
individual governments. 


5. The conference desires an interrational investigation of the accusations that 
were raised in the Moscow trial and that were later raised against ovher op~ 
positional socialists and communists. Aftor the conference had it drawr. 
to its attention that the Norwegian Goverment prevanted a legal iuvecuig~ 
ation and after the conference further learned that the Norwegian Lebour 
Party had publicly declared that an investigation would be most desiracie 
the conference demands that the International Bureau for Revolutionary 900” 
jalist Unity communicate with the Norwegian Labour Party in order %o take 
the necessary steps for such an investigatione . 


6 Without in any way solidarising itself with the policies of Trotsky the Gon- 
ference protests against the fact that the Norwegian Government on the request . 
of the Soviet Government has placed such conditions on Leon Trotsky which are 
practically equivalent to imprisonment. It declares that by this, a danger= 
ous precedeme has been created through which the right of asylum for ail 
political refugees is threatened. The Confererice advocates an intensific~ 
ation of the international agitation for freedom and the right of asylum for 
all political refugees in all lardse : 


%. In order to make possible a thorough going treatment of the manysided and 
complicated problems of Soviet Russia the Conference requests all parties and 
groups who wish to take part in the projected conference in Barcelona to make 
a study of the Russian problem and to submit to the Bureau in writing a pos= 
ition on these questions. 


~o=o -—-OoO~O™O = 
(The following Resolution was submitted by the LeReWP. ) 


RESOLUTION ON THE U.S.S.Re 


Nineteen years after the Russian revolution, the §.U. presents a very con-~ 
tradictory pictures On the one hand, the advantages of socialist organization 
have manifested themselves in the greatest rate of industrial production in the his- 
tory of any country. Ox the #thor hend, the political and social trends within 
the U.sS.S.R. Clearly point to the danger of capitalist restorations The New 
Constitution abolishes the Soviets and replaces them by a parliamentary system mod= 
elled closely after the lines of bourgeois democracy and abandons the goal of soce 
_ dalist agriculture by guaranteeing the right of collective and private ownership in 
tho lund. ‘Tho living standard of the masses and unskilled workers is sacrificed 
by mears of speed=up and low wages in order to maintain a privileged labor aristo- 
eracy upor which the bureaucracy counts for political support. On the countryside 
a now layer of well-tc~do veasants is being encouraged. Basing itself on the pri~- * 
vilegeé classes and free from any control vy tha masses, the Stalin bureaucracy 
pursuss % policy that diverges more and more from the interests of the Soviet and 
international working ciaside 


Isvlaved in backward nussia by the defeats of tho world proletariat and ex 
posed to the pressure of the econvmicall cdominaat peasant masses, the Soviot bur= 
ealucracy hag found the theoretical base for jus policies ir the reactionary utopian 
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theory of "socialism in ons country", despite the contention of the bureaucracy 
that socialism has already besn achievede 

Abandoning the prospects of world revolution, the Soviet bureaucracy looked 
for its support in the friendship of capitalist countries and to this end the 
world working class movement was sacrificed. Upon the Communist International was 
imposed the treacherous policies of social patriotism and Popular Front. The 
resultant weakening and defeat of the international working class has brought about 
a most serious weakening of the international position of the U.S,S.R. and the 
Sharpening of the danger of another imperialist war in which it will be involved. 


In order to safeguard its privileges the Stalinist bureaucracy has not hesit= 
ated to carry ona campaign of Systematic terrorism against revolutionary oppos= 
| itionists or veteran revolutionaries. around whom a revolutionary opposition might 
| crystallize. With the. new turn in recent years the campaign of physical and pol= 
| itical extermination has reached unheard~of PAaroxysms e ‘Coinciding with the new — 
turn came the mass terror after the Kirov assassination and more recently the in 
. famous ZinoviewKamenev frame~up, the suicide of Tomsky and the persecution of ghat 

remains of the old guard of the Bolshevik party. : 


‘At the same time, a furious attack has baen launched against Leon Trotsky 

| Surpassing in viciousness all that has been scen befores He has been accused of 

| organiziryg terrorist attacks against Soviet leaders and of being in league with 

i Hitler's policee The purpose of this Campaign was twomfold; to discredit Trotsky 
So that he would disappear as a political force and to attempt his phytital anuihil- 
ations Pressure was. put by the Soviet authorities on Norway to secure his extra - 
dition to ‘the S.U. where his execution would have been a foregone conclusions 


| _- Failing in this, nevertheless, under the joint preseure of the Stalinist bure 

eaucracy and the Norwegian fascists, the right of asylum which had been enjoyed by 
Trotsky was so restricted by police regulations as to make Trotsky a virtual pris= 
oner, Shut off from the reat of the world. os 


The life and liberty not only of Trotsky but of many other 01d Bolsheviks who 
helped to create the Soviet Power is at stekes ‘The infringement of the right of 
asylum by the Norwekian government sets a precedent which is dangerous to all pol= 
itical refugees. . 


This Congress decides on the immediate formation of an investigating committee 
under the auspices of the London Bureau which shall proceed at once to investigate 


the charges made by the Soviet authorities in connection with the Kirov affair and 
the Moscow trials. 


This Congress demands from the Norwegian Government the restoration of the 
unrestricted right of asylum as a political refugee to Leon Trotsky 


“~O- 0-0 =~ O » Om 


* (The ier was presented by the L.R.W.P. as an amendement to the Resolution on 
Spain e 


* AMENDMENT TO THE RESOLUTION ON SPAIN 


Add followings 


The Spanish revolution today finds itself ina critical stages Immediately 
after the July events, the bourgeois state collapsed and a situation of dual power 
came into existences Decisive revolutionary action was necessary in order to 
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liquidate this state of affairs in the interests of the proletariat. Unfort~ 
ee bodies suitable to serve as the organs of proletarian power were not 
built. Instead, a united front from the top (organization to organization, each 

acting as a cistinc# unt), was formed by the various proletarian bodies. the 
failure of the proletariat to liquidate the situation in its own favor made it 
possible for the bourgeoisie to make headway in reestablishing itself undor the 
guise of technical necessities (centralized military command, production of war 
materials, etce)» This is the role of the present Catalan governncen. 


Its so-called "socialist" program is an enforced concession to accomplisined 
facts, and the factors of dwal power which it has a yet been unable to do awry 
withe Its working-class majority is meaningless since the greater part of tnese 
delegates are from parties committed to the maintenance of the bourgeois republic, 
and the government’is based on the remnants of the old bourgeois state into which 
an attempt is made to absorb the nascent organs of proletarian powore This is 
the meaning of the militarization, collectiviza*ion with compensation, and dis-- 
armament of the reare 


The working-class parties within the government serve in the last analysis 
as hostages to the bourgeoisie; the entire set-up is a mechaniam whereby the prop= 
ertiod classes apply brakes to, and even reverse, the process of proletarian rev 
olution.e Unless revolutionaries puruse an uncompromising policy, the achieve~ 
ments and opportunities of the Spanish working class will be dissipated. 


The P.0.U.M. must break with the government and not @llow its fear of tem= 
porary isolation to drag it into a position of tail~endism in relation to the 
bankrupt working=class parties. It must carry on a campaign for the centraliz 
ation of the army under working=class councils, for the uncompromising struggle . 
for the overthrow of bourgeois institutions, for the proletarian revolutions 


The international solddarity of the working-class with our Spanish bfothers 
must be expressed, not only by the organization of material and moral support, but 
by a conscientious criticism and warning of the dangers with which they are faced, 
and by joint work for the formation of a revolutionary Fourth Intermtionale 
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DECREE CONCERNING THE COLLECTIVIZATION OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE 
("La Batalla", October 28, 1936) - 


DECREB 3 


Article 1. According to the standards established in this Decree, the in- 
dustrial and commercial enterprises of Catalonia are classified intos : 


a) Collectivized enterprises, in which the responsibility for management 
rests upon the workers employed therein, rapresented by a Shop Committee, and 
b) Private enterprises, in which the management is tho responsibility of 


© the owner or manager, with tho collaboration and Areoalet participation of the 
Workers' Committee of Controle. . Z , mS 
. I. Collectivized emterprises 


Article 2. All enterprises are “obliged to be soliastieiasa which on June 30, 
1936, employed more than one hundred wage=workers, and also those which, while 
employing a lesser number of workers,--were owned by employers who have been de=~ 
clared fascists or have abandoned the enterprises» Nevertheless, enterprises 
F of less than one hundred workers can be collectivized if the majority of the work 
ers and the owner or owners.are agreeds -. [Enterprises with more than 50 workers. 
and less than 100 can also be collectivized if three~fourths of tho. ‘workers are 
agreede © 
The Economic Goune il can also Readiie. pen the collectivization of such other 
industries as, by their importance in the national. economy or for other reasons» 
ovght to be ineess from the eottyiny: of privava ‘anberpri.s9s: ra a, 


Article 36 ‘For the purposes of the preceding article, “the ‘declaration that. 
Somand=so is a fascist can be made only ‘by the People's . sails Hissar ‘4 


Article 4. For the purpose of. determining the pues of Sse who con» 
stitute an enterprise, every individual who is included in the payroll, whatever 
be his opinion, so long as he carries out intellectual or manual labor, shall be. 
Sousies red as 2B worker element. 


Article 5e The collectivized enterprise shall take over ali the assets ond 
Liabilities of the previous enterprises z 


; ‘Article 65 For tho purpose of collectivization, the enterprises constituted 
as autonomous organizations for production or sale, or others formed by various 
| éstablishments or factories, shall continue to form one whole organization, and 
; can be separated only with the express authorization of the Bconomic Councillor, 
with “peaelons notice to the Bconomic Council of Catalonias 


+t Article 7.« The former owners or managers ahall be taken over into the service 
of the ‘collectivized énterprise, in such posts as their collaboration will render 
most suitable because of their management. or secnyeee? elit tieds 


Article 8. At tho moment when the Aol ambdeak bin is carried on, no worker 
may be discharged from the enterprise, unless he is replaced ox another | worker of 
the same category if the circumstances so requires 


: Article 9. In @ntorprisos involving the interests of foreign subjects the 
Shop Committees or Workers' Control Committees shall in each case communicate with 
the Economic Council, which shall call torether the elements interested or their 
ropresentavives to discuss tne-meticr and decidoa on the course that will duly 

: safaguard those interests. 
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TI. he Shop Committees 


Article 10. The direction and management of the collectivized enterprises 
Ghall be the responsibility of a Shop Committee elected by the workers from among 
themselves at a General Assembly. The Assembly shall determine the number of 
workers who shall form the Shop Committee, which shall not bo less than five or 
more than fifteen, and in whose make~up shall be included the various departmentss 
Production, Administration, Technical Services and Commercial Exchange. where 
applicable, in the Shop Committee the various tradeunion centers to which the 
workers belong shall be represented proportionatelye 

The duration of the term of office shall be two years, half of the committee 
being ronewed each years Members of the Shop Committees shall be eligible for 
ro~electione 


Article 11. The Shop Committees shall assume the functions and the respons= 
ibilities of the former Boards of Directors of the corporations, and of the Ex~ 
ecutive Committees» ; 

They shall be responsible for the management before the workers of their 
own enterprise (and) of the respective General Industrial Councile 


Article 12. The Shop Committees, in carrying out their task, shall see to it 
that the production in their enterprise is adapted to the general plan worked out 
by the General Industrial Council, co~ordinating its forces with the principles» 
which regulate the development of the branch of industry to which they belongs 
considered as a whole. For the establishmont of the margin of profit, the fix 
ing of the general conditions of sale, the obtaining of raw materials, the setting 
of standards for the amortization of physical plant, the formation of circulation 
capital, reserve funds and division of profits, it will also be guided by the 
decisions of the General Industrial Councils. emt 

In the field of social matters, they will see to it that the established 
Standards are strictly maintained, and will suggest such others as they consider 
necessarye  Thoy will take the necessary. steps to guarantee the physical and 
moral health of the workers; they will carry on an intensive cultural and eduo= 
ational work, and encourage the creation of clubs, recreation centers, sports, 
culture, atce ; 


Article 13. The Shop Committees formed before the publication of the present 


_ decree, and those of industries collectivized subsequently, shall within fifteen 


days send to the General Secretariat of the Economic Council the documents under 
which it was formed; according to a model which will be worked out in the respect= 
ive officesé 


Article 14. In order to supervise in a permanent manner the course of the 
enterprise, the Shop Committees shall elect a director, to whom it shall delegate 
in whole or in part the functions which ara incumbent on the Shop Committeos. 

In the enterprises which employ more than 500 workers, or whose capital 
is over one million pesetasy, or which produce or involvd materials necessary to 
the national defense, the election of the director will have ko be approved by the 
Economic Councils 


Article 15. 411 collectivized enterprises will be bbliged to have an inter= 
venor from the Generalitat who will be a member of the Shop Council and who will 
be appointed by the Economic Council in agroement with the workerse 


Article 16. The legal ropresentative of the enterprise shall be the director 
whose signature shall be accompanied by those of two members of the Shop Committee 
elected by it. These elections shall be communicated to the Rconomic Council, 
which shall authenticate them before tha banks and other organizations. 
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Artiqle 17. The Shop Committees shall keep minutes of their meetings and 
send sont ttaate doses of their decisions to their respective General Industrial 
Councilse When these agreements require, the General Industrial Council shall in- 
tervene in the appropriate mannere 


article 18-¢ The Shop Committees shall be obliged to take into consideration 
the complaints or suggestions which the workers may formulate, ami will have to 
take up in writing the representations made to them, so that they will reach if 
necessary the knowledge of the General Industrial Council. 


Article 1%¢ The Shop Committees are obliged at the end of each fiscal year 
to give an account of their management to the workers, meeting in a General jssemblys 
Likewise, the Shop Councils will give a copy of their balare~sheets and an 
annual or semi~annual report to the General Industrial Council, describing in 
detail the situation of the enterprise of the plans which they are: projoctinge 


Article 20. The Shop Committees can be separated, pa tially or completely, 
from their tasks by the workers meeting in a General Assembly and by the General 
Council of their respective industry, in case of manifest incompetence or of re= 
Bistance to the standards laid down by the General Council. 

When such separation has been decided by the General Council of the respect» 
ive industry, if the workers of the enterprise in General Assembly agree, appeal 
can be taken against this decision to the Economic Councillor, whose decision, 
after previous notice to the Econome Council, shall not be subject to appeale 


III. Committeos of Control in Private Enterprises 


Article 21. In industrial or commercial enterprises which are not collect= 
ivized, the creattion of a Workers' Committee of Control shall be obligatory, in 
which all the departments of the enterprise ~ production, technical and adminis~ 
trative — shall be representede The number of elements composing the Committee 
Shall be decided freely by the workers, and the representation of each trade~union 
should be proportionate to the respective census of the workers in the enterprise 
who are affiliated with it. 


Article 22. The purpose of the Committee of Control shall be + 

a) The control of working conditions, or the strict compliance with the pre~ 
vailing conditions as to wages, hours, social security, hygiene, safety, atoe, as 
well as of strict discipline at work. 411 advices and notifications to the person~ 
nel made by the manager of the enterprise shall be guided by the conduct of the 
Committee « : 

b) The administrative control in the sense of fimucial control of income and 
expenditures, in cash and through the banks, seeing to it that they eorrespond to 
the necessities of the concern, am intervening in all the other operations of a 
commercial character. 

¢) Control of production, consisting in the close collaboration with the 
owner, in order to perfect the process of production. The Workers* Committees of 
Control shall see to it that the best possible relations are maintained with the 
technical staff, so as to assure the good functioning of the work. 


article 23. The owners shall be obliged to present to the Yorkers* Committees 
of control the balame~sheets and annual reports which they shall send for inform 
ation to the Ganeral Councils of the respective industries. 


eS ee 
See eee 


IV. The General Industrial Councils 


Article 246 ‘The General Industrial Councile shall be eonstituted in the 
following manners 

Four representatives of the Shop Committee, elected in the manner which shell 
be most appropriate; 

Bight representatives of the various trade=union centers, in proportion to 
the number of those affiliated with eache The proportion of the trade~union 
representatives shall be fixed by a procedure which they will mutually agree One 

Four technicians appointed by the Boonomic Council. 

These Councils shall be presided over by the respedtive spokesman of the 

of Cataloniae 


Article 25« The General Industrial Councils shall formulate plans of work for 
their respective industries of a general character, orientating the Shop Committees Ps 
in their functioning, and in addition, shall attend to the followings regulating 
the total production of the industry; unifying cost prices as much as possible in 
order to avoid competitions; studying the general necessities of the industry, and ° 
of the consumption of its products; examining the possibilities of the markets of 
the Pen&nsula and abroad; likewise, +o observe the total course of the industry and 
to fix to each case the limits and the tempo of production for each class of goods$ 
to propose the closing or tho expansion of factories, according to the necessities 
of the industry and of the consumption, or the merger of certain factories; to pro» 
pose the reform of certain methods of work; of credit and of the circulation of 
goods; to suggest modifications in the price schedules and in the commercial con- 
tracts; to organize centers for the sale of goods and the purchase of equipment and 
raw materials; to manage certain arrangements with the industries of other parta of 
the Peninsula or abroad$ to manage bank and credit facilities; to manage in common 
laborsetories for technical experiments, to compile statistics of production am son- 
sumptions to extend the substitution of materials of foreign origin by domestic 
productae In addition, the General Industrial Councils can study and adopt the 
means which they consider necessary and useful for the better development of the 
work that has been entrusted to theme 


Articole 26. The decisions of the General Industrial Councils shall be ex- 
ecutive in character, obligatory and no Shop Committee or private enterprise shall 
be able to disregard carrying them out under any pretext which is not fully justif- 
iede The only appeal against these decisions shall be to the Economic Councillor, 
whose decision, after previous notice to the Bconomic Council, shall not be subject 
to appeale 


_ Article 274 The General Industrial Councils shall maintain constant contact 
with the Beonomic Council of Cataloniay to whose standards they shall adjust them 
selves at all times, and particularly in dealing with tasks which requixe common 
actions 


Article 2+ The General Councils of Industry will have to transmit to the 
Economic Council of Catalonia, within periods of time which will be fixed in each ye 
case, a detailed document analyzing and explaining the entire course of the respect= 
ive industry and proposing plans for activity. 


V. Groups of. Industries 


Article 29. In.order to promote the constitution and organization of General 
Industrial Councilgy the Economic Council shall within fifteen days after the pro= 
mulgation of the present decree formulate a proposal for the classification and 
grouping of the-differant industries, duly set up in accordance with the specifics 
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characteristioe of each and the coordination of the sections into which thay are 


divided. 


Article 30. For the above-mentioned grouping» consideration will be given 


to the raw materials, the total industrial operations up to the sale. or indus srial 
exéhange of the production, the unity of technolozy and as far as possible that of 
the commercial management, obtaining complete integration with a viow to 9 Limivai 
ing disturbing sources of interferences 

entra~ 


Article 3le At the @ame time as the classification by industrial couc 
the 


tion, the Bconomic Council shall propose the regulations according to waich 
constitution and functioning of the gfoupings shall be governede 


VI- Industrial Obligations 


¥ Article 32+ In every enterprise collectivized or socialized, whether involy 
ing national or foreign interests, irrespective of its size, an inventory~balance 
sheot shall be established based upon an audit duly checked, accompanied by & de~ 
tailed statement with their respective values of all the prope..y, fixed and move 
able of every kind, which belongs to ite ; 


Article 33e The inventories established in accordance with the preceding 
article shall be ehecked by a commission consisting of six technical and accounting 
members designated by the Economic Council, ‘under the chairmanship of the Council 
member specially assigned for the particular type of enterprise concerned, which 
commission shell receive this information and submit it for the approval of the 


Councile 


!  spticle 346 The Zconomic Council of Catalonia, after having once studied 

. this information, may if it thinks necessary order a second révision, to be regard~ 

) ed as final, and submittirg its agreemont to the Ecovomic Councillor of the General~ 
itat, from whose decision there shall be no kind. of appeale 


es Articlo 35« Once the social assets ave been inventoried and established, 
and after deducting the liabilities, in case the remainder is positive, it will have 
to be registered with the Hoonomic’ Council of the Generalitat for the purpose of 
being available to the beneficiarios and for the requisite social compensations 
: Article 36e For the purpose of this compensation, there will be deducted the 
. amount representing foreign investment or participation, the amount belonging to 
people's institutions of savings and loans as wall as to credit establishments, and 
the amount corresnonding to private individuals or other mtional enterprises, for 
which a corresponding snnouncsuent will be published in each case by the Economic 
Gouncil, it being well undarstood that each participation will have to refer toa 
date prior to the 19th of July of this yoare 


/ 
6 Article 37. The social compensation which corresponds to tha first case men 
tioned in the previous article shall be recognized in its entirety by the Generalit~ 
: ate Its value shall be estimated in national currencye 


Article 38. For those small. industrial and ¢ ommercial enterprises which have 
already been collectivized at the time of publication of this Becree, the Economie 


Council will study and propuse a just sucial compensatione 

For this purpose, a period of information 
4g to be opened at the Bconomic Jouncils 80 Gnas 
tneir el2ims e 


closing on the 30th of November next 
the interested parties may present 
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TEXT OF THE PECRES PROVIDING FOR TURNING IN ALL LARGE WEAPONS — ("Ea Hatella", | 
@ctober 28, 1938 


DECREE 3 


Article 1. §{11 large weapons which at the present memert are in tac dands 
of the citizens will be turned in to the municipal authorities or collected ny — 
them, within sight days from the publication of this decrees The aforcmid 
weapons will be deposited in the Artillery Park and in the Defense Gourcil, in 
Barcelora, so as to take care properly of the necessities of the front. : 

Article 2. From the aforesaid date on, anyone who retains such weapcn! 
will be regarded as a fascist ("faccioso", literally "factionalist™» ‘’r.), ard 
judged with the rigor which his conduct deserves. é : ‘ 
Mom mmmnmmmomMn Mmmm Mn MMO. AMMO AMMO AMMMMOMMMMMMMMMMMUMAMCNMs: p 
ttinmmmnnnnaMMAMMMOOMMhanMMMMnnmMMMMorMMNOMNMUMMMMMMAMMMMOMAMMMMAMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMRcWMEM 


THE NEW GOVERNMENT OF MADRID AND THE SPANISH SITUATION 
: From “La Revolution Hspagnole", French edition 


POW Bulletin; Noe 2, Sept. 10, 1936, page 1) 


Minister Giral is resigning in order to cede hie place to a ministry pre= 
sided over by Largo Caballero. This single fact shows all the gravity of the 
present situation in Spaine 


How The New Ministry Presents Itself 


; For some time, inquietude brooded over all anti~fascist Spaine The Giral 
government, composed of moderate Republicans, was uot able to obtain the confid~ 
ence of the masses.e They reproached it for its slowness, they accused it of 
restraining the offensives on the Madrid front, they suspected it of dreaming of 
a compromise with the fascist chiefs, they denounced finally, its incapacity to 
impose a Single military command, for lack predisely of this confidence of the 
people which wowld have assured it authority. 


_ When the anti~fascist masses, with the working ciass at their head, arose 
to destroy fascism, they were offered a bourgeois democratic=liberal ministry to 
direct their erergy and conduct them to victorye The logic of events, more 
pitiless than ever in time of war, has thrown down this fragile construction. 


Today it is the Fopular Front goverrmert which is being constitutede The 
Caballero ministry comprises representatives of all left parties. The Socialists 
who did not play an official-role in the preceding government hold a majority there 
it nas ther all the influence of the Socialist masses and abcve all, the U.GeTs; 
very powerful in Castille, which is assured to ite Finally, the Gaballero min= e 
istry has obtained, if not the participation, at least the tolerance of the C.N.T. 
It presents itself then at first view as the expressicn cf the will of the popular 
masces and as a government of struggle to the limit against fascist reactions 
ms Ir its brief declaretion, in fact, it sets itsalf as its essential goal, to 
push to victory cver the vebels and to render wore efficacious. unity of anti= 
fascist action, since "it considers itself by its composition as the direct rep~ 
resentative of 211 the forces which are fighting on tha different fronts for the 
maintenance of the democratic rep:blic". 


& , See 
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In fowcxga policy, it proclaims its pacifism "in the name of the superior 
interests of the nation", nud it affirms “the sentiments of friendship of Spain in 
regard to all the hat-tous and of the pact which serves as a basis to tne League of 
Nations"). 


It concludes by saluting "the forces which defand republican tae aiaty « and 
by hoping that it will know how to show itself worthy of enams 


beth ots, Situation 


The new ministry finds itself in the spree of 4 very grave erie The 
struggle reveals itself longer and more difficult than one could have Supovusede 
Some errors were committeds such was the expedition to Majorcas Irun has fallen 
into the ‘hands of the fascists after a frightful battle, The Militias which om 
Circle Sdragossa need arms, aeroplanes and muritionay. and the front is almost stab~ 
Llized. The sinister comedy of neutrality deprives the government ‘of Madrid but 
does not prevent Gene Franco from getting replenishments from Hitler afd Mussclinie 


All this in spite of an admirable spirit of the masses, an enthousisasm re~ 
newi ng itself. unceasingly and which euitde Aurplaesy a ferocious will to sacrifices 


It is necessary then that these ‘oiectde of wills unite, that these energies 
already galvanized be utilized and extended toward the same goal ina manner to get 
the maximum from them, 


our etiaaten 


Will the Caballero government measure up to the height of this task? 


By its own composition, it presents as we have seen it, a progressive charact~ 
er with regard to the former government. Without doubt, it will increase the con= 
fidence of the masses am it will undertake quite ee the offensive against 
the rebels. 


In the. meantime, however, it appears to us incapable of solving the great 
problems of anti~fascist unification and of revolutionary progress in all Spaine At 
the present. time, in fact, where the workers and ‘peasant masses occupy almost alone 


the front of the stage and where the bourgeois republican ‘elements efface themselves 


more and more in the wings; at the time when‘the dilemma, socialism or fascism, 
imposes itself with daguling clarity; at the time when the work of socialisation has 
been started on @& broad scale in Catalonia, where the councils of workers and sold= 
lers commence to multiply over all the territory; at.the time when the Situation is 
authentically. revolutionary, minister Gaballero still keeps. «Gix bourgeois ministers 
and iw the declaration that we cite above (and. inwhich the lack of energy has not 
escaped anyone) he speaks. of "maintaining the democratic republic" ant the "forces 
which fight for republican legality" 


By its composition; it is clearly ‘nehind: Herds oes and Valencia where the 
real organisms of. power (Coutral Committee of the Militias and the Popular Executive 
Committee) are in the hands of the working class. By its objectives, it is far 
behind the masses which it pretends to represent and who know well, for their part, 
thet if they have decided to let Leet edule be ae it is for something else than 
the age Maas of M. Azanae 


Suteide of this, eae could believe quite Simply that the situation is not ripe 


as Madrid as itis in Catalonia and in the prevines of Valenciae But in facty the 
U.G.T- led precisely by Caballero and the Socialist Party, joined to.the authentic= 
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ally revolutiomry elements of the C.N-T. amd of the P.0,UsM., would be strong 
enough to make the law if they wished. 


So far as the struggle against the rebels is Sea ecegae the ton of this 
declaration (which ought to sound like a call to combat) is quite dull and seems to 
betray among those who have drawn it a real feeling of impotence. 

Finally, the profession of frienship with regard to all nations (including 
Germany and Italy whose govermments arm the rebels), without any distinction be~ 
tween the chiefs and the people; the vague affirmation of pacifism “in the name of 
the superior interests of the nation"; without the least allusion to the only real 
means of assuring peace which is the social revolutior, complete @ quite mediocre Z 
idea of the height of aH views of the new ministry. 


For a Workers Government ~ 4 


What is on the order of the day in Spain, is not the maintenance of the dem 
ocratic republic, nor is it the formation of a Popular Front government; it is the 
constitution of a workers government, decided to push to the end the mixitary 
struggle against fascism, and to give the power to all the working class, organized 
in its different parties and trade unions, and to the working class alone, What 
is on the order of the day is the eek ee of the proletariat, whatever namo 
one wishes to give “Lie 


From now ony the two revolutionary organizations which control the great maj9 
ority of the proletariat in sbearabie and in the Bese ae of Valencia haya: launched 
this demande — a 

-In its editorial of the 3rd of eeeeeee me cgi a the organ of the P.0, — 
UM. declaress 


“Only such a goverrment can Sidpiee tog dedeiie to the working masses which 
fights at the front of battle and at the rear. It alone can confront the great 
problems of the hour. Everything except this government will contradict the 
necessities and the exigencies of the severe and as such will empounter our 
oppositione"™ 


From aanehe ¢ Side, in the CoNeTes aie the enemy of gorendueatal forms and 
of the term, "dictatorship", the revolutionary instinct has been the strongest, and 
the “Solidaridad Obrera" of the 6th of September hailg the constitution of a "reve 
SEERA DLT: junta" to PEATE the wiping out of fascism to a successful conclusion. 


The attitude of miene two organi eatipad ‘suffices to show that the government 
of Madrid, in spite of its affirmations, already no longer represents the ensemble 
ef those who struggle against the rebeld. It is not through it that the unity of i 
action of the fighting masses is hastened, it is’ not it which will be able to pre= * 
aide. at the inevitable transformations. 


O- O- O- 0» O 0- O» 


RESOLUTION OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTER oF THE PeO.UsM. ON THE PRESENT POLITICAL 

SITUATION ; 

"la Revolution Espagnole", Now 5, Franch edition of the P.0.U.M. Bulletin 
Octs Ty 1936, page 3). 


The imperious necessity to carry on the war until the end, until the total 
extermi.etion of the fascist dogs, to conduct the economy of the country up to soc~ 
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ialism, the only means of restoring this economy destroyed by the eivil war and to 
transform radically the pelitical and social structure of the Republic, imposes the 
formation of a workers’! Government. This government must break absolutely with 
the former republican~bourgeois legality, first of all proceeding to the immediate 
Convocation of a constituent Cortes elected by committees of workers, peasanis and 
Soldiers and which will elaborate the constitution of a new regime arising from the 
revolutions 


In Catalonia, thanks to the existence, on the one hand of our Party, which 

| has maintained at al] times its faithful orientation to the principles of revolut- 

| lonary Marxism, and on the other hand, of the C.N.T, and of the Felele, Which, in 
Spite of their ideological confusion and their tactical.errors, represent a strong 
revolutionary impulse of the working masses, the policy of the Popular Front has not 
Saused the same damage as in the rest of Spain, where the Socialist Party, which 
holds the leadership of the movement, and the Communist Party, are converted into 
appendices of the republican-bourgeois parties and make every effort to hold back 

_ the advance of the proletarian revolutions . Thanks to these circumstances, in Cat~ 
alonia, the republican petty bourgeoisie feels itself dragged by the impetuous rev= 
Olutionary current up to the point where in accord with the orientation and the ob» 
jectives of the movement, it has adopted positions more advanced than the Socialists 
and the Stalinists. ese. Eee eee cas 


.- 


Ses Tie 


- From the first moments, the revolution in Catalonia, took a proletarian char~ 
acter and the working class rendered itself absolute master of the Situations The 
normal organs of government eentinue to exist normally, but the appearance of para~ 

. liek organisms. like the Gentral Committee of the Militias and the Economic Council 

_has reduced this to a pure fictions This state.of things, comprehensible from the 

. beginning of the movement, alréddy ‘no longer corespond to the situation. The con 

: stitution of a strong power. imposes itself, which would be capable of taking up the 
desiree for emancipation. of the proletariat and of creating the new revolutionary 
dogality, based on the. expropriation of the bourgeoisie and on the establishment of 
the bases of 4 socialist economye “° This misaion, only a Worker&' Government can 
accomplishe ‘In this sense, the Céntral Committee estimates, today as yesterday, 
that. this government ought to be composed exclusively of representatives of workers 
parties and trade union organizations; but if. this point of view is not shared by 
the other workers organizations, we will not impose it, all the more because the _ 
@oft republican movement in Catalonia has a.frofoundly popular character ~ which dia= 
tinguishes' it radically from the Spanish left republicanism, essentially bourgeois = 
and.that thé peasant masses and: workers sectors which constitute ite base, orientate 
themselves decidedly in the direction of the révolution and are strongly influenced 

. by the parties and proletarian organizations. The important thing is the program 
and the guaranteed hegemony of the proletariat. .. In this way, beyond any doubt, 
the new government which is formed can make a declaration of principles without 

_ -@quivocation, affirming its desire to trartslate into revolutionary legality the im 

| pulse of the masses, orientating themselves towards the socialist revolutione 

to the proletarian hegemony, the absolute mjority of the workers representatives 


will assure ‘that fully 


®= 


4 government of this character will impress a great acceleration on the rev 
olution throughout the pefinsulas The example of Catalonia will embolden the work= 
ing clase of all countries, and this example will be followed with enthusiasm in 
Spite of the attempts of the traditional Spanish working class parties to hold back 
the revolutions In conclusian, the Gentral Committee eagtimates that the Party can 
give all its influence to the formation of this government and accept a part in ite 
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This collaboration could fail only in the case where all the: org ani zations 
of the working class would not enter into the new organism, and in the first place, 
the C,N.T. and the D.A.I. If, to obtain this collaboration it is necessary to 
renounce the name of "government", our Party would not see anything inconvenient. 
Whether one calls it Governnent, Junta or Council, the essential is that this 
organism be immediately constituted as the circumstances imperiously require. 


QuuUuLuLuuUUUUU UU UU uuu UUuUUUUUUUUULUUUUUUUUUUUuUUUUUUULUL 
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SPEECH BY B. J. FIELD, OF THE LEAGUB FOR .. REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS PARTY, OVER THE 
RADIC STATION P. 0. Ue CN MONDAY, OCTCBER 26th, 1936. 


Comrades B,J.Field and w, Krehm, of the League for a Revolutionary Workers 4 
Party of the United States and Canada, have been staying in Barcelona. They 
are the delegates of their organization to the Gorgress against War, Fascism, and 
National Unity, which will be held in Brussels. In the United States and in 
Canada, this organization has been carrying om an energetic campaign in support of 
the Spanish Revolution and have been working in close contact with our partys These 
delegates have paid in to the P.0.U.M. the amount of one hundred dollars; as the 
first fruits of their campaigne ; 


In a Speech delivered Monday evening over the Radio Station P.O.U.M., comrade 
BeJsField declared, “It is clear that the Spanish revolution is developing under 
conditions wich differ considerably from those of the Russian revolution. The 
existence of large mass workers! organizations, with their own traditions; the pre~ 
dominance of the anarchists in the workers? movement in Catalonia, and their part» 
icipation in the goverment; the fact that the counter=revolution-is taking the of- 
fensives these are some of the points of difference, - The experience of the Span 
ish revolution will enable the proletariat of the democratic and the fascist coun- 
tries to draw precious lessons, just as the revolution of October 1917 taught the 
entire working clasa@ lessens of inestimable value. | gee 3 


"That is why the working class is following with painstaking attention every 
stage in the development of the Spanish civil ware Nor is it content with watch= 
ing alone, but it ajso gives its Support, expressing its international solidarity 
and its revolutionary wille But it is not a question of merely giving support, 
which is the most elementary duty of the proletariat, but also of criticism, which 
constitutes an integral part of its political and revolutionary support. 


"On all sides wa find elements attempting to square the circles to conciliate 
the bourgeoisie and the proletaria » What we must doy on the contrary, in order to 
transform the revolutionary crisis into a revolutionary victory, is to build ea 
revolutionary leadership, like that of the old Bolshevik party, , Such an inter~ 
nacional and revolutionary party today can only be the new Fourth, Internationale — e 
The struggle for the creation of such an international leadership. is the most power~ 
ful support that the working class of the entire world can give to the Spanish ; 
proletariat." = : ; 


* Tne word "Fourth" in the original text omitted in report: as printed in 
"La Batallat. ) ; 
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RESOLUTION ON THE CONGRESS AGAINST WAR OF THE LONDEN BUREAU 


(From "Quatrieme Internationale", monthly theoretical Review of the P.0.I. ~ 
_. . Workere Internatiomlist Party, (Bolshevik-Leninist), + French Section of 
the “Fourth Internatioml".) 


The "World Congress against War, Fascism and Imperialism" announced for 
Qotober, 1936 by the "International Bureau for Revolutionary Socialiss Unity" 
(London Bureau), is, by its own nature and the composition of the sig.nizations whic!. 
have made known their intention to take part, doomed to impotence and insapacity to 
exercise the functions for which it has been called. 


The "struggle ‘against war" cannot be separated from the class struggle itself, 


is from the intransigeant struggle of the proletariat against imperialist capitalism, 
that is to say, against the social order which, inexorably, engenders war and ige 
perialist oppresgion and which is inconceivable without these two scourgese All 


attempts to undertake a struggle “against war" by "special mothcds” distinct or 
“outside” of the class struggle itself, are in the best of cases, a cruel illusion 
and, as a general rule, & bitter disappointment facilitating the work of the imper= 
ialist' war mongerse In this regard, the congresa invoked by the Londow Bureau can 
only be a caricatured re~edition of the numerous "Amsterdam Congresses" of the 
Stalinists, which have all finished in the camp of hardly~veiled social~pat riotisme 


This conclusion finds itself reinforced by the organizational composition of 
the proposed congres&» Its basis officially is supposed to be"direct workers’ 
resistance to war and refusal of unity with the capitalist class or with capitalist 
governments in the preparation for war or in its accomplishment". Participation 
in the congress promised by a seriés of organizations of which the greater part 
are affiliated with the Londow Bureau, denies this basis already and makes of it an 
empty phrasce : ertrtes 


“Unity with the capitalist class or goverment" is to be condemned for a pro~ 
letarian organization not only in "time of war" but also in socalled "time of 
peace", that is tosay, in the period between wars which the imperialists employ to 
prepare for ware The form most in use and consequently most dargerous and dis= 
astrous of such "unity" at the present epoch, is the “popular Front" organized by — 
different parties of the 2nd and 3rd Internationals with the bourgeoisie, in which 
they necessarily play and have in fact, the dominarit rolee - In depriving the pro= 
letariat of its class independence and submitting it to the imperialist bourgeoisie 
or to fractions of it, the "workers parties" in the Popular Front facilitate the 
imperialist work of organization of the "nation" for the menacing wary and constitute 
a direct obstacle in the way of the proletcrian struggle against ite Now, among 
the participants announced to the congress of the London Bureau are found some prow 
tagonists of the Popular Front like the Italian Socialist Party, the Spanish Workers | 
Party of Marxist Unification, the German S.\.P. and = monstrous as this may appear ~ : 
the "Left Revolutionaries” of the French Socialist Party whose leader, Marceau 

r Pivert,is one of the official leaders of the patriotic regime of Blum who, actually, 
with so much solicitude "ameliorates" the army of French imperialisme 


$ The struggle against war, justly understood and handled, presupposes hostil~ 
ity without compromise of the proletariat and its organisations, always and every~ 
where, toward its own bourgeoisie and any othore However, among the participants 
announced by the London Bureau, one can find some notorious defenders of the im= 
perialist "sanctions" of the League of Nations, like the Italian Socialist Party, 
which doubtless, is supposed to organize the common struggle against war with the | 
adversaries of these “sanctions”, as the British Independent Labor Party declares 
itself to bee The preliminary necessity for proletarian struggle against war is | 
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not ani ty petween the “promsanctionists" and the Yanti-sanctionists", but their 
iuplacable separatione 


The struggle against war and its social source, capitalism, presupposes a 
direct and active support, without equivocation, of the colonial peoples oppressed 
4. their struggles and wars against imperialism. 4 neutral position is equivalent 
t+. the support of imperialism. Now, among the announced participants to the 
Congress of the London Bureau are found some people from the Independent Labor Part; 
wao favor the abandonment of the courageous Abyssinian warriors against Italian 
marauding fascism for reasons of "neutrality" and some members of the "Weft" Poale 
Zion who, even now, rely on British imperialism in its savage campaign against the 
jugtivied, even sf confused, struggle of the Arab peasantrye ; 


Finally, even if the Congress of the London Bureau takes a correct formal 
resolution on the question of imperialist war, which is quite improbable, this will 
not ameliorate but aggravate thingse Accord between the words and the acts is 


tho characteristic trait marking a serious revolutionary organizatione That is 3 
why the resolutions that it adopts at its assemblies are not simple formalities, po 
but the results established by the experiences that it has accumulated in action — a 
and a guide for action to comes For the centrists, a "revolutionary" thesis 


adopted at a solemn occasion has only the purpose of serving as @ deceptive decor» 
ation, to veil the irreconcilable divergencies in its own ranks, to cover its non~ 
revolutionary acts in the past period and in the period to come. There is not the 
slightest reason for real revolutionaries to lend aid such as it may be to the cen 
trists in their work of deception of the forces of the vanguard « 


The proposed congress is then, under its true aspect, a big fraud, which can 
only paralyze the real proletarian struggle a,ainst war, fascism and imperialisme 
If this congress was composed of mass organizations of the working class, it would. 
be profitable for the revolutionary organizations, without regard to the program or 
the apparent leadership to be present in order to expose the fraud before & prolet:- 
arian tribune and oppose to it the program of revolutionary struggles’ In the pre- . 
sent case, however, participation in such a congress can only.serve to fraternize — 
with professional confusionists of centrism, or to unmask the leaders without macset 
before themselves. In any case, the movement for the 4th International, refuses: ~ 
to participate in this deceit or to furnish a color or revolutionary dignity by 
sending a delegation. It recommends identical action to all affiliated org: nizetdiu 


. 


The Conference for the 4th International takes cognizance of the resolution | 
pf the last congress of the Dutch R.S.A.P. éoncerning its eventual participation in 
the congress invoked by the London Bureaue The Conference is not in a position to 
assume responsibility for this decision of its. brother Dutch party$ nor desires to 
dO 80+ fowever, if the Central Committee of the ReSeiPes following the decision 
of its congress, finds it necessary to send a delegation to the congress of the 
London Bureau, the Conference of Genova for the 4th International assumes that the 
Dutch delegation will conduct {tself in the spirit of ane present resolutions 
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- opposed to the Fourth Internztionale | 


TE" Le Re We Pe 


BRITISH, GERMAN AND DUTCH ECHOES ON THE "TROTSKYI 


“PAOM BRUSSELS TO BARCELONA" -(Article in "The New Leader" by Fenner 
nate Brockway, Nove 13, 1936 issue, page 3) 


“,eoeeThe subject of Russia was prominent at the Congress, and, in the case 
of a small minority, criticism of Stalinism was perhaps more prominent than solid- 
ist groups boycotted the 


arity with the workers of Spain. The official Trotsky ot ved 
Congress, but we had some neo~Trotskyists present from fractional organisations, and 
if anything they were worse than the obthodox originals % 


“They seemed able to think of nothing except the Moscow Trital and the crimes 
of Stalinism. They talked for hours on the Gommissions and would have liked to 
talk for hours in the Congresse The effect, as always, was to influence the gen- 
eral body of deleg2tes towards the opposite point of viewe This happened part- 
icularly in the Commission dealing with Soviet Russia, with the result that the 
Congress rejocted both majority and minority resolutions and left the question open 


for the Barcelona Congresde 


is no value in seeking 


"one lesson of the Brussels Congress is that there 
The bigger parties held 


the co-operrtion of small groups with one=track minds e 
a sound balanced view, and it is upon these we must buildeceers 


“,.ceeThe Revolutionary International cannot be born out of small sects} 
inside the Second ynternational and the Third Internitioml, and outside them bothe 
It must come from the welding together of the revolutionary forces in all movements ..! 


-0-0-0-0-0-0-000— 


"THE CONGRESS AGAINST WAR, FASCISM AND IMPERIALISM" (Article in the 
s+ “Neve Front"' organ of the SAP of Germany, .middle of 
November, 1936, Vole 4 No» 21) sieesiey 
pe ",.e.. Therefore in Brussels am for the future we must act decisively 
against those who want the Barcelona Conference to give its blessings to the Trotsky~ 
ite Fourth International, to join it, or 2+ lexst to unite with ite In Brussels 
some delegates ani guests who sre sympathetic to Trotskyism understood the matter 
so, ind took it for granted thot 2 mijority could be obtained for thise on the 
basis of this crude error, these comrades went somewhat too fare one of them de~ 
manded. that the Congress should eliminate our International Bureau from the prepar- 
ations for'the Barcelonn Conference, and entrust them to the P.0.UM. exclusivelye 


Another was kind enough to be satisfied with eliminating those parties which are 
These attempts gave the hippy result that 


the pirties .ffilinted with the Bureau decided unanimously that the Barcelona Com 
ference be prepared jointly by the Internatioml Bureau and by the P.0.Uslie» and 
that all of them demarcated themselves in the clearest manner from the Trotskyitess 
It was. clearly expressed by comrade Gorkin that there could be no question of any 
concessions to the Trotskyites, and that the Trotskyite sections, together with 


their Fourth Intermtional, should not be invited to Barcelome 


This orientation wis mide ersicr for the Gongress, in 1. manner for which we 
nre gratcful, by comrade Field of AmGricnre This comrade wished to prelude the 
crextion, or nt the very least, the preparation, for the Fourth Internation l, which 
he considered timely ind corrodt, by 2 split nmong the participants in the Brussels 
Congress. In the manner with which we are familiar, he grid he believed the Con 
gress would hive to choose betweon clarity and unanimity « In the given situation, 
tha task should be ¢ to olarify, differantinte, id Split 4b 


Vi 
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For this program, which has boen sufficiently tested, the Congress showd 
littlo inclimstion. By 2 vote of 211 agninst threc Yrotskyites, it prssed 2 rose 
Olubion in our SsenSCeses * 


*(Note of the "Neue Front")s— For the sake of sccurncy, we note that on the basis 
of the principle decision rexched in the first prragraph, the Congress chrrged com= 
rndes Brockwnyy, Gorkin rnd Schimb to charge the resolution in two other p.rag raphs 
in the some sonse. In the text published by us, these changes have been madee 


~0-0=0-0-0-0-0-0~0= 


(From "De Socinlist", orgin of the Revolutionary Socinlist League of 
Holland, middle of November, 1936, Vol. 1 #24) 


“eeoeoeBofore the vote on the rmendod resolution (on the Brrcolom. confer= 
ence) y» virious organizations made startomentse Here we roproduce only those re~ 
marks nnd stytements which wero of decisive importince for the further deve lopment 
of events: Field, U.S.A. and Sncevliot (RSiP), stated that tho Barcelom conic rence 
could not be prepared ind Orginized by the Internation Burernu together with the 
P.O.UsM., becruse of the differonces of Opinion which have apperred among the or~ 
ganizntions that rare affilinted to the London Burerue They declared that they 
would vote for the amended rosolution if the P.0.U.M. were prepnred to tnke over the 
preparations for tho Barcelom conference together with the parties ind §roups which 
are not affiliated to the Intermitional Buroau rnd which aro for the Fourth Inter~ 
national. Kruck (ILP of Poland) proposed in view of the situation that had arisen 
to intorrupt the session of the Commission and to hold % short mceting of the Buroau, 
So that the pirties «ffilinted to the Intornrtional Bureau could consulte Ficld 
and Sneevlist were strongly ogainst thise The mocting of the Commission was later 
broken off and the Bureau session closed. 


"Three decisions wore taken 2t the session of the Burenru, and presented to a 
mecting of tho Commission. : 
le Notificrtion that the Barcclom conference should be Pre¢pared and organ= 
ized by the Intermtional Buronay together with the P.O.U.M. 
2e It was proposed that instead of voting on the resolution as amended, to 
present the following principle position, unanimously accepted by all the parties 
of the Bureaus ee 
"The task of the'Burcelom conferende is to examine the conditions and 
mobilize nnd stimulate the forces which »re necessiry for the forming 
of x new truly revolutiomry Intermtionil capablo of actione® * 
_ Se To nus 1 small: commission consisting of Schwab (SAP), Gorkin (POUM), 
and Fenner Brockway (ILP) in order to drawiup 2% resolution in -grecmont with the fore~ 
going principle statement. 


Only Fiold spoke agrinst those proposalse Gorkin defended the proposals. 
ifter this 2 vote wis taken: 21 for and 3 against. Only Field and Krehm of Gansda 
and Menist (ASAP) voted rgninst. Sneovlict wis no longer present at the final vote 
having left tho Congress 2ftor tho Adjournmont of the Commission's Moe ting eeee! 

=0~0-0-0-0-0~0 -0— 

(The following lcetor by Comrade Krohm, delegrite of the Gansdinn section 

of the LRWP at tho Brussels Congress, sporks for itself). 


London, WoC. 1 
: tat November 23d, 1936 
Derr Cournde Brockwry a 
in the mid-Novomber issue of Neue Front, I rerd the following in an article 
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- pn tha Brussels Conference 


"Tt wis clearly stated by Com. Gorkin that there could be no question of 
Any concessions whatsoever to the Trotskyites and that the Bret aayewe® together 
with their Fourth Internitional would not be invited to Barcelom. 


| I have no recollection of ny such statement mado by Gorkin cither at the 

oe sessions of the Commission or on the floor of tho Congresse on the contrary, I 

| romomber distinctly that in reply to 2 question of ‘Snecvliet, Gorkin stated that 
the Trotskyites would be invited to the Barcelonm. Confercncce 


The situation is somewhat further complicated by a conversation kis ovement 
tolls mo that he had with you lnst woek in which you expressed the opinion that it 
would be % sGrious error on the part of the Trotsky organisztions if they absontcd 


4 themselves from Barcclorme : 
| Since our organisation will have to make tho necossary arrangements to 
| be represented at-Barcolona if the character of that conference allows, I am writ~ 


ing you, ws secretary of the IBRSU for a clonr statement on the character and pro- 
posod composition of the Barcelom conference e 


You will understind that wo ire not identifying oubsclvos with the og 
ficinl Trotsky centre, but you will ngreo, I belicve that the term "Trotskyite™ has 
becn of late somewhat looscly used. 


I 2M, 
Fratornelly, 
We Krehm 
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—34~ (Continucd from prge 8 


Tho Hissin Pe tho ‘ond S, is shown in tho cx= 
:: Ona "TH epee of important imeacour~ 

cies, this is an indiertion thn .t the ae b) thiee work which we did 1t the Congress 
was useful and necoss ry by ry ‘tsaning our lino towird centrist groups .nd foder= 
e.tions (expressed in the thesis } printed in NeI.Be Noe IV, Moy, 1936, entitled 
"Towird © Fourth Interm tional"), The centrist lewership is confronted with the 
tisk of exrrying the fight against a revolutiom wy tine. out in the opene This 
fight which must flnre up inthe centrist groups confirms our "New Zimm erw.ld" liné, 
of nttending such gonferences 6 the Brussels Congress, for the purpose of clirifying, 
cifferentirxting, tnd helping the rovolutionists . Seprrrte politically and organs 
izrtionrlly from the centristse The pr«cticrl experience of the apslicntion of our 
lins must receive the support also of the revolution ry clements in the Trotskyite 
Org nizations contristed with the sterility of the officinrl Trotskyite line ahi 
boycotting eéntrists and liquid. ving into reformist orgrnizrtions 4 j 
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